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I circumstances beyond his contrél - as a criminal. However, \
it goes without saying that Reformatory Schools were never es-
tablished for tThe reformation of "angels" ag Mr. Cooney would
have us understand. It requires little effort to show the
success of Industrial . .School work. I have received reports
showing that during the past five years 56 children from Wex-
ford were discharged from the two principal Boys' Industrial
Schools. 0f these 52 are satisfactory and 4 unknown. 147
Wexford girls were discharged from the two principal Girls!
Schools. 0f these 144 are satisfactory.

As to children being sent to Industrial Schools for flimsy

reasons - this is a matter to be dealt with solely by the Dis- 4
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trict justices and County Councils.

I shall not enter into the relative merits of the
Industrial Schools and the Boarded-out Systems. Save in
exceptional cases, the superiority of the former is firmly
established except in the minds of those wholly ignorant
of the work done in them. Managers from some of the
English Industrial Schools that have visited our Schools,
expressed amazement that we did so much for such a small
capitation.

In cénclusion, I would appeal to Mr Cooney and to any
who may share his views, to reflec}{ on the injustice of
attacking from their vantage point of public positioén, com-
munities which have no legal redress - communities whose
members (in their retirement) spend their lives in the in-
terest of Religion and Country, at least, as effectively as
those whose endeavour seems to be to capture popular support
in public assemblies even at the expense of truth and justice.

Apologising for the length of my letster and with re-
newed thanks to youimr Chairma%,and to Miss Ryan and the
other mﬁmbers‘of your Council who so kindly defended the
attack on our Schools."

Mr Cooney said he brought up this question solely to
find out what was the cost to the county in comnection with
industrial schools. He never for a moment meant what was
read into.ift. It was veryLaSy, he said, for some people
to pick holes. He did say that children had been committed
to Reformatory Schools for very flimsy reasons and he always
thought it better that children should not ve taken away
from parental control and deprived of the home influences
and associations of their brothers and sisters. It would be
better for them and everybody. He never intended to in-
clude industrial schools in his remarks, and he thought the
Press report would bear him out in that. As to his point,

he thought anyone reading the newspapers about Borstal systems
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and Reformatories would see instances of people coming out

of such institutions committing crime and being put in prison.
He thought in such cases they might, if left at home with their
brothers and sisters, have become better citizemns. Mr Cooney
again denied that he referred to industrial schools in con-
nection with the matter, and said he raised the question to as-
certain the cost to the county for these institutions which, he
found, was £4,000 per year.

Mr O'Byrne - I don't think there is any question at all
about industrial schools and crime. It is only children with-
out parents or guardians are sent to industrial schools, and
they are not sent there for crime of any kind. I know children
to go to industrial schools and &R were a credit to the com-
munity when they came out.

Col. Quin - I think Mr Cooney did not mean to attack in-
dustrial schools, but he made a great mistake when he meant Re-
formatories and said Industrial schools.' I have a lively re-
collection of him saying that they were only a factory for crim-
inals. I don't think he meant that. The people in charge of
industrial schools are ﬁoble people who have given the whole of
their lives to this good work.

Miss O'Ryan proposed that the Council should reply by way
of explanation that the County Council did noﬁ intend to reflect
upon the Industrial schools in any way.

Mr -Shannon seconded the resolution which was adopted.
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