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' r Patrick Roche , ffernogue, Ferns:-

"~Hth reference to the petition sent to you some time 

ago by ratepayers and residents using the lane here, knon 

as the \I Glynn Lane" asl{ing the County Council to do something 

to put it in a passable condition. I shall be very glad if 

you can now have something done in the .nat ter. 

It is in a frightful condition at present so bad that 

it is almost impossible to walk or car on it and is a great 

hardShip to all of us uSing it. 

If your ouncil would be good enough even to grant the 

metalling for it ve could get it carted and spread and we ould 

. " only ask what would put it in a. reasonable condition hich 

would' be about twent~ive yards of stones. 

I shall be much obliged if you will bring the rnatter be­

fore the County Council for t!.1eir immediate attention. II 
, 

Chairman - s this fti not a connecting linl{ bet een two 

ro&ds we cannot touch it at all especially as our funds are 

so 10 . 

SC LLAGH GULL.i!:TT. 

Under date 9th D3ceinber 1930 ~ r Keogh, secretary, 

Ca~lo County Counci~ wrote that the Carlow County Council 

requested that a sufficient gullet ' be built at Mr Neville t s, 
" . Scollagh, as the arlow main road L 30 had been seriously 

damaged t ice itl1in the past few week and many times serious­

ly ithin the past few years by the overflow from the present 

insufficient and dilapidated gullet_. 

The County surveyor stated he had already provided for 

a great improvement at this place in the current Road '~orks 

Scheme . 

Colonel Gibbon proposed -and tt Brerman seconded the 

following resolution hich was adopted nem con:- II That --
inform the Ca.rlow County Council that the County Surveyor has 

been instructed to provide a sufficient gulleti which Will 

prevent flooding at Neville IS, Scollagh. II 
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OVERDP..AFT ACCO ........ iODATIOi: . 
----------------

The follo ing recom~endation of the Finance Committee 

at meeting of 18th tecember 1930 was approved on the motion 

of Hall seconded by r G'Byrne :- "That epartJ.nent of ocal 

Government be asked to sa.nction continuance of overdre!t 

accommodation as from 1st January 1931 to the 31st 1~rch 1931 

with the Treasurer of the County Council at a sun not to ex­

ceed £36,000." 

ROSSLARE: !.BOUR ..tXING. 

The following un...:.er date lbth I:ecember 1930 was read 

. from Wexford Harbour COIlLuissioners :-

"your letter of 4th inst enclosing copy letter of lfr 

Patterson Engineer, also letter fro:n, S. 1. ~obbs, as to 

dreaging in the neighbouxhood of .osslare st nd was discussed 

at to-day ' s meeting of the Harbour Board when I was directed 

to inform you that the Harbour Com~issioners are totally 

against the material dredged at Rosslare Harbour being dU'Tlped 

in the South ay as same might be detrlinental to the navigable 

channel at t11e entrance to Wexford Harbour . " 

/ 
Colonel Gibbon - \ie can reply that tLe-=:~ objection is 

noted but that this is a matter out of the control of the JOUl1-

cil. , 
ADVERTISING 00 TTP.AOT FOR 1931-32. 

The folIo ing recomnendation from Finance Committee meet­

ing of leth :December 1930 re above was confirmed on the notion 

of Col . Gibbon seconded by Murphy :-

"That the Wexford fJ people " , "Free Press" and "i,cho" news-

papers be offered a Sunl of £110 for the advertising of the ' 

County Council and County Committee of griculture for year 

1st January 1931 to 31st :ecember 1931, and that in the event 

of County Council elections ,being held in 1931 a further Sun1 

of £25 be offered to cover election 8.dvertising . 
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"That as regards the advertising of the County Wexford 
~ducation 

Vo.cational/Committee we recommend that this Committee enter 

into a separate advert ising contract with the local newspapers", 

I StUNG F w CuUNTY COUNCIL CHAl~lBit"R . 
-------------------------------

The following recomnendation of ~inance Conmittee from 

meeting held on 18th December 193 0 was confirmed on the 

motion of kr Murphy seconded by U' Hall:-

1\ In connection with oval table for new county Council 

~~amber at the Id Jail,the County Surveyor submitted two 

tenders:- Wexford Timber Co. at £46:3:6d. and i..cCormack & 

Hegarty, Quay, WeYJord, at £46:10:vd. 

I Th~ meeting considered both tenders too high and suggested 

that the County Surveyor should be empowered to purchase two 

second hand tables which could be utilised in conjunctionith 

nresent tables in existing County Council Chamber. II 

In regard to chairs the cheapest tender which the County 

surveyor had received as for 2b/b each. 

The meeting also considered this price too high and sug­

gested that the most suitable of the present chairs be utilised 
necessary 

and that any further· cha.irs/be purchased second hand. II 

IVlANAGElv.J1NT F INDUsT""'I.AL SCHOCLS. 

The following f~om B~. P.O. Ryan, Artane Industrial 

School, under date 15th December, 193, to the Cha.irrnan as 

read f~r the meeting by directions of Mr Doyle:-
1;; -

II Kindly permit rre" senel you a reply in connect ion wi th 

the state :tents made by vir Cooney at the recent meet ing of 

your Council. I regret very much t hat circumstances prev-en-

ted me sen.ing it earlier. 

At a ~eeting of the l1apagers of our Industrial Schools 

held recently at ~essrs. Clery's, ~nnell street, I as de­

puted to either pay you a personal 0": write expressing the 
f\ 

feelings of the .... eeting regarding the very serious and grossly 

offensille charges brought against the Industrial and Reform-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



,atory Schools by Mr Cooney one of the Labour ember~ of 

your Council . 

I have also been asked by the Meeting to tender our 

best thanks to the many friends in the Counci l ho so 

promptly and honourably defended the schools, especially 

you, :Mr . Chairman, and 1 iss _ yan. 

AS the discussion was fully reported , not only in your 

local, but also in all the Jublin papers as ell as in some 

of t c?untry papers and probably too in some of the 'nglish 

on~s, the slander has been very 1dely broadcast and conseQuent­

ly the reputati::m of the schools in question must have suffered 

very considerably . 

The Independent, Irish Times and Evening.ail of the 17th 

Novl' . containing a report of your i~eeti~, .. Just have given a 

great shock, not only to the ~nagers of the Schools, but al so 

to the numerous friends and admirers of the /great and chaxi t­

able work so successfully done by those schools for a very rue­

serving class of Children, most of whom have been deprived by 

death, of the bread Winner of the family and for ~om these 

schools re established in this country over Sixty years ago . 

NU'T.erou8 ... el igious have taken on themselves the onus of edu­

cating these children, imparting to them a Reli£ious , literary, 

physical and technical training and thus fitting them to make an 

honourable livelihoo~for tLemselves on reaching their six­

teenth year. 

The l.anagers of our Industr ial and _Reformatory Schools 

do not obje ct to cr it icisln hen suCh is fa.ir, just and reason­

able, but I think tha.t no sensible, right-minded Dan, having 

any idea of the good work done by those schools could possibly 

agree with hat our eeting considered the slanderous staten:ent 

ade by .... !iI Cooney, viz . , : 

II These schools are really fectories for ~king crimin.cl s" 

thereby branding so!ne hundreds of Priests, Nuns and Brothers 

(no others are in cllarge of OUI' Indu..c:;trial ar..d Reformatory 
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schoolS ) as devoting their liVes to the ".naking of criminals ". 

It is simply a monstrous charge . perhaps the most chari t able 

construction to put on such an outrageous statement, coming 

from the lips of a Catholic §,entleman is to say that it as 

uttered ithout. uch reflection in the heat and excitement of 

the moment and perhaps to be regretted in cooler morr~nt s . 

However , it was very grat ifying to find that there was not a 

single voice raised in sympathy with the person who .. llade the 

appalling charge . On the contrary some of the members tact-

fully and firmly showed reat displea~ure with ,U' Cooney ' c, 

statement , which had the effect of makin~' hi~ withdraw the 

charge against , the Industrial Schools saying that he never in-

tended to iDCl ude them. The ... anagers of our Schools , wer e 

pleased with this ithdrawal. I accept it on the par t of t he . 
·~anagers of the Industrial Schools, and shall riot anal yse the 

statements ith the view of s:ilowin inc onsis tenc ies ; but they -
are equally unjust in regard to Reforr.aatory School s , where 

every effort is made by the zealous authorities in cherge t o 
, , 

turn their papi ls into goud, self- reliant, self- supporting 

citizens . 

The hole trend of educated publ ic opinion i s strongl y 

opposed to laoelting the 'juvenile offender - often the victim 

of circumstances beyond h is cQntr~l - as a criminal. However, 

it goes without saying that Reformatory SChools were never es­

tablished for the reformation of "angels" as 11'. , Cooney would 

have us understand. It requires little ef fort to show the 

success of Industrial School work. I ,have received reports 

showing that during the past five years 56 children from Wex­

ford were discharged from the two principal Boys' Industrial 

Schools. Of these 52 are satisfactory and 4 unknown. 147 

exford girls were discharged from the two principal Girls' 

Schools. Of these 144 are satisfactory. 

As to children being sent to Industrial Schools for flimsy 

reasons - t his is a matter to be dealt with solely by the Dis- ' 
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trict justices and County Councils. 

I shall not enter into the relative merits of the 

Industrial Schools and the Boarded-out systems. Save in 

exceptional cases, the superiority of the former is firmly 

established except in the minds of those wholly ignorant 

of the work done in them. Managers from some of the 

English Industrial Schools tha.t ha:ve visited our SchoolS, 

expressed amazement that we did so much for such a small 

capi tat ion. 

In c~nclusion, I would appeal to Mr Cooney and to any 

who may share his views, to reflec~ on the injustice of 

attacking from their vantage point of public position, com­

munities which have no legal redress - cormnunities whose 

members (in their retirement) s"""'end their lives in the in­

terest of Religion and Country, at least, as effectively as 

those whose endeavour seems to be to capture popular support 

in public assemblies even at the expense of truth and justice. 

Apologising for the length of my let~er and with re­

newed thanks to you Mr Chairman and to Miss Ryan and the 
- ) ) 

other Members of your Council who so kindly defended the 

a ttack on our Schools." 

Mr Cooney said he brought up this question solely to 

find out what was the cost to the county in connection with 

industrial schools. He never for a moment meant what w~ 

read into.it. It was verrasy, he said, for some people 

to pick holes. He did say that children had been committed 

to Reformatory Schools for very flimsy reasons and he always 

thought .i t better that children should not be taken away 

from parental control and deprived of the home influences 

and associations of their brothers and Sisters. It would be 

better for them and everybody. He never intended to in-

clude industrial sChools in his remarkS, and he thought the 

Press report would bear him out in that. As to his point, 

he thought anyone reading the newspapers about Borstal systems 
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and Reformatories would see instances of people coming out 

of suCh institutions committing crime and being put in prison. 

He thought in such cases they might, if left at home with their 

brothers and sisters, have become better citizens. Mr Cooney 

again denied that he referred to industrial sChools in con­

nection with the matter, and said he raised the question to as­

certain the cost to the county for these· institutions WhiCh , he 

found, was £4,000 per year. 

r J 'Byrne - I don't think there is any question at all 

about industrial sChools and .. crime. It is only children with-

out parents or guardians are sent to industrial schools, and 

they are not sent there for crime of any kind. I know children 

to go to industrial schools and 1STiEa were a credit to the com-' 

munity when they Cam3 out. 

Col. Quin - I think Mr Cooney did not mean to attack in­

dustrial schools, but he made a great mistake when he meant Re­

formatories and said Industrial schools. I have a lively re­

collection of him saying that they were only a factory for crim-

inals . . I don't think he meant that, The people in charge of 

industrial schools are rioble people who have given the whole of 

their lives to this good work. 

iss O' Ryan proposed that the Council should reply by way 

of explanation that the County Council did not intend to reflect 

upon the I~dustrial schools in any way. 

r . Shannon seconded the resolution which was adopted. 
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