














DANGER SIGNS AT BALLYROCEBUCK NATIONAL SCHOOL.

The following from Mr J. O'Dempsey, Principal Teacher,
Ballyroebuck School, under date 19th March, 1931, was re-
ferred to the County Surveyor for report to next meeting of
the Council:#

"I beg to direct the attention of the County Council
to the urgent necessity for the erection of danger signals
on the approaches to this school. = There are four such
approaches for four roads converge at a point not more than
100 yards from the school gate. At the converging point
are #wo bottle necks and two dangerous bends, all in close
proximity to each other.

A fairly constant but undoubtedly increasing stream of
fast-moving vehicular traffic between Ferns and Emiscorthy
on the South and Carnew and other places on the North, and
also an intermittent stream running east and west, cross
each other at this point. This traffic of course, has to
pass the two bends and through the bottle necks.

The school plot is entirely too small to serve as re-
creation ground for the children of whom there are at present
90 on the rolls. In flefault of a suitable recreation ground
they are compelled to make use of a rocky triangular piece
of ground along the two sides of which the above mentioned
traffic moves and the nearest point of which is at least one
hundred and fifty yards rrcm}\Tﬁe school gate. This recreation
ground is not visible from the school gate being hidden by
the bends already mentioned.

In coming to school in the morning, in going home in
the evening, as well as going to and returning from the
recreation ground every day the children have to encounter
this traffic at the dangerous bends and in the bottle necks.
In addition about twelve children of three families living
convenient to the school go home for their lunch every day,
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and in going and in returning are exposed to these dangers.

I think I may leave to the imaginations of the members
of the Council the dangers incident to life and 1imb to
which the children attending this school are exposed and
the urgent necessity of having danger signals erected with
the least possible delay.

The provision of danger signals will minimise these
dangers, but only to a very small degree; other and more
effective means, which are I fear, outside the province of
the Council, would have to be and should be, employed to
obviate them more completely.

Finally, an examination of the Ordinance lMep by the
Council or its Surveyor will help to convince them of the
truth of the statements in this letter.”

SHEEP DIPPING PROGRAMME.

It was decided on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded
by Mr D'Arcy that correspondence from Department of Agric-
ulture as to sheep dipping programme for 1931 be referred
to County Committee of Agriculture for recommendation.

NATIONAL MONUMENTS - LOCAL ADVISCRY COMMITTEE.

Under date 19th March, 1931, the Department of Local .'
Govermment wrote (Gl9114/1931 - M. Loch Garman) that the
Minister did not see any objection to the supply of ordnance |
maps by the County Council to the above Committee. ||

EMPLOYMENT OF WORKERS ETC. |

The following resolution from Dun Laoghaire Borough
Council was adopted on the motion of Mr Gaul seconded by
Miss O'Ryan:-

"That we, the members of the Dun Laoghaire Borough
Council, believing that the preference shown to a certain
section in the matter of employment on Works of Public
Utility is grossly unjust and calculated to foster and
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; maintain differences between Irishmen, express our deep
| dissatisfaction of the preferential employment clause in-
serted in Specifications inviting tenders for contracts.

That we recognise the right to an equal share in such
work for all able-bodied men irrespective of class, creed
or politics, and call for the immediate abolition of this
clause; and that coples of this resolution be sent to the
Dublin Corporation, Dublin County Council, and remaining
Public Bodies throughout the Free State."

COMPLAINT AGAINST A RATE COLLECTOR.

Mr Bremnan asked 1f Rate Collector E.J. Murphy (17
District) was within his rights in handing to his Solicitor
his collecting books before the 3lst March with the result
that about 30 or 40 ratepayers from Mr Brennan's district
were informed that rates would not be accepted from them
unless they were prepared to pay the Solicitor's costs. Also
if Mr Murphy was obliged to call on ratepayers for their
Rates as this was never done by him.

Mr Elgee - He is bound to serve the demand notes in
person and he is bound to call at least once for the Rates.

Mr Brennan said that 10 or 15 men went into the office
of Mr Colfer, Solicitor, but the latter would not take t@®
rates without 8/- or 10/- coste in each case.

The Chairman considered the action of Mr Murphy in this
case \Injustifiable. He should have used other ways and
menas instead of heaping expense on unfortunate ratepayers.
0f course there may be cases in which a Collector must employ
a Solicitor to collect the rates but in ordinary cases the
Gouncil/ggsed a fesolution that Collectors should seize

on their warrants.

: that
| . Mr Gaul considered/before coming to any conclusion

in the matter the Council should ask Mr Murphy for an explan-

ation.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




Mr Cooney said that Mr Murphy was probably the best
Collector they had and was always at the top of the list.
After further discussion it was decided that Mr Murphy
be summoned to attend the meeting of the Finance Committee
to be held on 2bth March, 1931, when the complaint made by
' Mr Brennan could be fully investigated.
EMPLOYMENT QF MEN.

| At the conclusion of the meeting Mr Keegan said he made

some remarks about the employment of men in Gorey, and that |
they were not getting an equal share, At the last meeting

A | Mr Treanor said a particular man he (Mr Keegan) referred to
was out of stamps. Was he prepared to verify that state~-
ment today?

Mr Treanor sald there was a strike in the quarry, and 4
this man did not go back to work until the work was over. 1

Mr Keegan - You sald this man had a brother-in-law,
and that he was delicate. Where did you find that out ? |

Mr Treanor - He has a brother-in-law, and I know what Jl ,
I am saying. He knew he was a delicate man with three or I.
four children.

Mr Keegan sald he had tradesmen with him who said that H
the man was employed to do tradesmen's work.

Mr Corish said it was unwise t0 employ unskilled men to

do tradesmen's work, and it cost the Council more. . It was l"l
very unfair & the Council having given instructions that un-
skilled men were m?’to do tradesmen's work.

M# Treanor said this was a very experienced man at the ‘
clase of work he was doing viz., laying concrete channels.

Mr Armstrong said unskilled workers had been employed to 1
do tradesmen's work. He saF ordinary men earning wages at .
tradesmen's work in a locality where there were a good number |
of tradesmen idle, building walls. |

Chairman - Bullding cement walls. [

Mr Armstrong - No, stone walls, |
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Chairman - I don't think the County Council ever
ordered that.

Mr Corish - It is a scandalous state of affairs.

Mr Treanor - It hasn't been dore im my district. I
don't get any labour men to do cement work.

Mr Armstrong — I don't say it was done extensively.

County Surveyor - If you were building a bit of a gap
in & parapet wall, a man on the roads would do that, but not
extensive work. If there was a whole wall to be built we
always had tradesmen.

Mr Corish - According to that if a man wants his house

repaired he could not employ a mason; he should get a whole
house built to employ him.

Mr Keegan - I think most men would prefer a tradesman,

After further discussion the following resoclution was
adopted on the motion of Mr Corish seconded by Mr Armstrong:

"That an instruction be furnished to the Assistant
Surveyors that for the future they must employ tradesmen to
do the work usually dore by tradesmen."
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